
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTIONS

SJ.R. No. 17

A JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment relating to creation of the Texas Water Development Fund II; to
authorizing the Texas Water Development Board to administer the fund and issue general obligation
bonds for the purposes of the fund; and to the flow of funds for repayment of Texas agricultural water
conservation bonds.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. Article III, Texas Constitution, is amended by adding Section 49-d-8 to

read as follows:
Sec. 49-d-8. (a) The Texas Water Development Fund H is created in the state treasury

as a fund separate and distinct from the Texas Water Development Fund established under
Section 49-c of this article. Money in the Texas Water Development Fund 1I shall be
administered without further appropriation by the Texas Water Development Board and
shall be used for any one or moe of the purposes authorized by Sections 49-, 49-4 49-d-i,
49-d-A 49-d-5, 49-.d-, and 49-d-7 of this article, as determined by the Texas Water
Development Board. Separate accounts shall be established in the Texas Water Develop-
ment Fund H for administering proceedings related to the purposes described in Section
49-d of this article, the purposes described in Subsection (e) of Section 49-4-7 of this article,
and all other authorized purposes. The Texas Water Development Board is hereby autho-
rized, at its determination, to issue general obligation bonds for one or more accounts of the
Texas Water Development Fund 11 in an aggregate principal amount equal to the amount of
bonds authorized pursuant to Sections 49-d-g 49-cl-., and 49-c-? of this article less the
amount of bonds issued pursuant to those sections to augment the Texas Water Development
Fund Nothing in this section, however, shall grant to the Texas Water Development Board
the authority to issue bonds under this section and under Sections 49-d-2 49-d-B, and
49-d-7 of this article in excess of the total amount of authorized bonds described in Sections
49-d-A 49--6, and 49-d-7 of this article or to issue bonds for purposes described in
Subsection (e) of Section 49-d-7 of this article in excess of $50 million. The expenses of the
Texas Water Development Board in connection with the issuance of bonds for an account of
the Texas Water Development Fund 11 and administration of such account may be paid
from money in such account.

(b) The Texas Water Development Board is hereby authorize, at its determination, to
issue general obligation bonds for one or more accounts of the Texas Water Development
Fund I in order to refund outstanding bonds previously issued to augment the Texas Water
Development Fun4 as long as the principal amount of the rofunding bonds does not exceed
the outstanding principal amount of the refunded bond4 and to refund the general
obligation of the State of Texas under long-term, contracts entered into by the Texas Water
Development Board with the United States or any of its agencies under authority granted by
Section 49-d of this article, as long as the principal amount of the efunding bonds does not
exceed the principal amount of the contractual obligation of the Texas Water Development
Board. Money and assets in the Texas Water Development Fund attributable to such
refunding bonds shall be tranferred to the appropriate account of the Teas Water
Development Fund II, as determined.by the Texas Water Development Boart to the extent
not inconsistent with the proceedings authorizing any outstanding bonds issued to augment
the Texas Water Development Fund and the terms of any long-term contracts entered into by
the Texas Water Development Board with the United State. or any of its agencies. Furth,
at such time as all bonds issued to augment the Texas Water Development Fund and all
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uch conractual obligations have been paid or otherwise discharged all money and assets in
the Te o Water Development Fund shall be tranferd to the credit of the Tea Water
Development Fund II and deposited to the accounts therein, as determined by the Teas
Water Development Board.

(c) Subject to the limitations set forth in Section 49-d of this articlA the legislature #hall
provide terms and conditions under which the Texas Water Development Board may sell,
tranefe* or lease, in whole or in paA facilities held for the account established within the
Texas Water Development Fund I for administering proceedings related to the purposes
described in Section 49-d of this article, and the legislature may provide terms and
conditions under which the Tem Water Development Board may sel any unappmpriated
public waters of the state that may be stored in such facilities. Money received from any
salA transfer, or lease of such faclities or water shall be credited to the account established
within the Texas Water Development Fund II for the puroe of administering proceedings
related to the purposes de cribed in Section 49-d of this article.

(d) Each account of the Texas Water Development Fund 11 shall consist of-
(1) the Texas Water Development Board's rights to receive repayment of financial

assistance provided from such account, together with any evidence of such rights;
(2) money received frm the sale or other disposition of the Texas Water Development

Btuard's rights to receive repayment of such financial assistance;
(5) money received as repayment of sauh financial assistance;
(4) money and assets attributable to bonds issued and sold by the Teom Water

Development Board for such account, including money and assets traneferrd .fm the
Texas Water Development Fund pursuant to this section;

(5) money deposited in such account pursuant to Subsection (c) of this section;
(6) payment. received by the Texas Water Development Board under a bond enhance-

ment agtv'oment as authorised by law with respect to bonds issued for such account; and
(7) interest and other income received from investment of money in such account

(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 49-4-d 49-d-6, and 49-d-7 of this article,
the principal of and interest on the general obligation bond. issued for an account of the
Texas Water Development Fund II, including payments by the Texas Water Development
Board under a bond enhancement agreement as authorized by law with respect to principal
of or interest on such bon shall be paid out of such account, but the money in such
account that is not immediately committed to the purposes of such account or the payment qf
expenses may be invested as authorized by law until the money is needed for those purpos.s
If there is not enough money in any account available to pay the principal of and interest on
the general obligation bonds issued for iuch account including money to make payments by
the Texas Water Development Board under a bond enhancement agreement as authorized by
law with respect to principal of or interest on such bonds there is appropriated out of the
first money coming into the state treasury in each fscal year not otherwise appropriated by
this constitution an amount that is inicient to pal the principal of and interest on such
general obligation bonds that mature or become due during that fiscal year or to make bond
enhancement payments with respect to those bonds.

(0 The generol obligation bonds authorized by this section may be issued as bonds notes,
or other obligations as permitted by law and shall be sold inform, and denomination. on
terms6 at time , in the manner, at placeA and in installments all as determined by the
Texas Water Development Board The bonds shall bear a rate or rutes of interest the Texas
Water Development Board determines. The bonds authorized by this section shall be
incontestable afOer execution by the Texas Water Development Boar4 approval by the
attorney genera,4 and delivery to the purchaser or purchasers of the bonds.

(g) This section being intended only to establish a basic framework and not to be a
comprehensive treatment of the Texs Water Development Fund II, there is hereby reposed
in the legislature full power to implement and effectuate the design and object. of this
section, including the power to delegate snch duties, responsibilities functions, and authori-
ty to the Texas Water Development Board as it believes necessary.
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(h) The Texas Water Development Fund II, including any account in that ffjn may not
be used to finance or aid any project that contemplates or msults in the removal from tMe
basin of origin of any surface water necessary to supply the reasonably fomseable future
water requirements for the next ensuing 50-year period within the river basin of origin,
except on a temporary, interim basis.

SECTION 2. Subsection (c), Section 50-d, Article III, Texas Constitution, is amended to
read as follows:

(c) Texas agricultural water conservation bonds are general obligations of the State of
Texas. During the time that Texas agricultural water conservation bonds or any interest on
those bonds is outstanding or unpaid, there is appropriated out of the first money coming into
the state treasury in each fiscal year. not otherwise appropriated by this constitution, an
amount that is sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on those bonds that mature or
become due during that fiscal year, les the amun" -- the to I lh-. ngfu am A th ne of-"h
-B.pAsa-].

SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at
an election to be held November 4, 1997. The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or
against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment relating to the authorization to the
Texas Water Development Board to transfer existing bond authorizations for water supply,
water quality, flood control, or state participation from one category of use to another
category to maximize the use of existing funds and relating to more efficient operation of the
bond programs."

Adopted by the Senate on April 3, 1997: Yeas 31, Nays 0; the Senate concurred in
House amendment on May 26, 1997: Yeas 31, Nays 0; adopted by the House on
May 23, 1997, Yeas 122, Nays 0, one present not voting.

Filed with the Secretary of State May 30, 1997.

SJ.R. No. 19

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the place at which the Supreme Court of Texas sits to
transact business.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. Section 3a, Article V, Texas Constitution, is amended to read as follows:
Sec. 3a. The Supreme Court may sit at any time during the year at the seat of

government or, at the court's discretion, at any other location in this state for the transaction
of business and each term thereof shall begin and end with each calendar year.

SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at
an election to be held on November 4, 1997. The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for
or against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment authorizing the supreme court to
sit to transact business at any location in this state."

Adopted by the Senate on April 2, 1997: Yeas 31, Nays 0; adopted by the House on
April 28, 1997: Yeas 112, Nays 31, one present not voting.

Filed with the Secretary of State April 30, 1997.

SJ.R. No. 83

A JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the purposes for which money In the compensation
to victims of crime fund and the compensation to victims of crime auxiliary fund may be used.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. Article I, Texas Constitution, is amended by adding Section 31 to read as

follows:
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